
Research Wiki for ESM

Wiki
Wi•ki |wikē| 

Etymology— 
Coined by programmer Ward Cunningham  

(1949- ), from Hawaiian wiki-wiki ‘quick-quick.’



What is a wiki?
Wiki: Wi•ki |wikē| —a web site that allows 
collaborative editing of its content and structure 
by its users.

allows users to quickly create web pages
simple to use, but well structured
no HTML knowledge needed
cut and paste entry
multipurposing
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Why wiki?
increase visibility on the web
recruiting and development
limited IT support required
track research progress
collaboration
multipurposing
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Search engine optimization:

Success story…



Implementation…
brief training session
lab liaisons assist
researchers enter content directly
faculty review entries
IT staff monitor performance
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Keyword linking…
is a hyperlink that contains a keyword.

inherent in wiki
student web pages

<a href=”http://www.esm.psu.edu”>anisotropic</a>

•
•
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One more thing…



A new web site…
Over the summer of 2005, an entirely new web 
site for ESM was created.  It was launched on the 
first day of the fall semester.

Web Standards (XHTML, CSS, accessible)
new linking structure
new pages and hierarchy
search engine optimization
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nobody noticed
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